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Tooth Disorders
Now that we’re into the winter months it’s important to get your horses’ or donkey’s teeth checked. At this time of year dental problems can lead to severe weight loss especially in the older horse. All ages of horse can develop tooth problems and these can cause various problems from weight loss and problems on the bit right through to bone infections and sinusitis. 
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Anatomy

Horses have 12 incisors at the front for biting through grass. Canines are usually only present in stallions and were used for fighting. Occasional mares have them. The premolars and molars are know collectively as the cheek teeth and are used for grinding the food. Sometimes a small premolar grows at the front and is known as the wolf tooth. If this is very prominent or sits very far forward it will interfere with the bit and will need removal. This can usually be done under sedation as in most cases the roots are not very deep. 

Caps
Just as we do, horses have ‘baby’ or deciduous teeth. In the cheek teeth these deciduous teeth sit on top of the permanent teeth as they erupt and are known as caps. Occasionally these can become loose and can cause pain. The caps of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd cheek teeth and normally shed at 2½ , 3 and 4 years respectively and these are the times when we usually get problems so it is important in younger horses to have regular dental examinations to check for any problems. 
Points and Hooks
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These are the most common dental disorders we see. Hooks generally occur at the front of the top teeth (as shown with the red arrows) or at the back of the bottom teeth. They occur because the upper teeth are slightly further forwards than the lower and these areas don't get worn with normally chewing. The problem is vastly compounded in horses with an overshot jaw. Long hooks can ‘lock’ the jaw and prevent the horse from chewing properly and getting the goodness out of the food. 
Points occur on the outside of the top cheek teeth and inside of the bottom and arise due to the fact that when the jaw is closed the upper cheek teeth overlap the lower slightly. Sharp points can cause ulcers on the cheek and tongue and can be quite painful. Most horses require routine rasping at least once a year to take these points down. 

Diastema
The cheek teeth all sit snugly against each other and they function as one long tooth when grinding. Sometimes spaces can appear between the teeth. This occurs relatively commonly in the older horse though it can occur at any age. 
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Periodontal disease
               Normal gum line
In horses we usually get what is called a valve diastema.  This is where the top of the gap is smaller than the bottom and food is constantly pushed into the gap and compacted down and cannot escape (red arrows in photo). The food then rots and the gum beneath it becomes infected causing periodontal disease (white arrow in photo). If you’ve ever had a mouth ulcer or gingivitis you know how painful this can be. The gums are very sensitive areas and the gum disease caused by diastemas can be extremely painful. Treatment involves cleaning them out regularly and treating the gum disease with antibiotics and once this is clear then drilling the hole wider to allow the food out and filling it with a temporary filler to allow the gum to heal. 
Other problems 
Many other problems can occur in the mouth from caries to fractured teeth. All these problems can be picked up on an oral examination. Older horses can wear away all their enamel and are left with just dentine – this is called a smooth mouth and in other cases we get an undulation of the teeth called a wave mouth. All horses should have a routine dental check once a year – we can do this the same time as vaccination. Horses with significant problems will need checking more regularly. 
We have now added significantly to our equine dental equipment in the practice and can now carry out more advanced dental work at your premises including diastema work.  

WORMING


Our special offer is back and we’ve frozen the price. We've not even increased the VAT so you can still get our year pack which consists of two tubes of Eqvalan Duo and 3 worm counts for the remarkable price of £50! Eqvalan Duo kills roundworms, tapeworms, pinworms and bots and unlike the Equest Pramox which we have used in previous years, it can also be used in pregnant and lactating mares after the 3rd month of pregnancy. 


Resistance to wormers is rising every year in the UK so reducing the amount of wormers used by targeted worming using worm egg counts is good for the environment, good for your horse and good for your wallet! 














